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The Aquia Harbour Newsletter – January 2012 Edition 

Official Communications from the AHPOA 
 
 

 
NOTICE 

-Waste Management customers- 
 

Waste Management will pick-up Christmas trees on Wednesday, January 4 and Wednesday, January 11, 2012.  
Trees must be free of decorations etc. and they must be cut up in to sections that are no longer than 4’. 
 
 

 
 
 

The association would like to invite its members to comment on their experiences with the trash removal 
service over the past two years. Comments should be sent to AHPOA@aol.com. 

 
 
 

 
(Chief Harman) 

  
Are you ready for Winter”  It’s coming either way!   

There is no way to stop the snow from coming – I’ve tried! There are however, 
a few things you can do to be in the best position to be safe when it comes; 

! Trim overgrown branches back from the house and electrical wires to 
prevent iced-over or wind-swept branches from causing property damage 
or a power problem. 

! Shut off exterior faucets. Drain water from outdoor pipes, valves, and 
sprinkler heads to protect against pipe bursts. 
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! Inspect outdoor lighting around the property. Good illumination will help minimize the chance of 
accidents on icy walkways at night. 

! Make sure you have an ample supply of ice melt or sand on hand for steps, walkways, and the 
driveway. 

!  Stock your car with the following for the season;  a blanket, jumper cables, flashlight, chains, first 
aid kit, a small knife, flares, energy bars, gloves, a small shovel, waterproof matches, ice scraper, 
bag of kitty litter, phone charger. Stranded by the side of the road can be dangerous in the best of 
conditions, but when sub-zero temperatures or bad weather is involved, it can be downright deadly. 
Carrying these supplies may save your life:  

! Sign up for the Chief’s Twitter notifications (AHPDChief) to get road condition updates on your cell 
phone and send your email to ChiefharmanAHPD@aol.com to get email notifications.  

! Please stay home when you can during snow storms.  Last year I asked you to stay put – you did and 
man what a difference in road conditions!  The roads could be cleared before they were packed 
down and they melted so much faster.  

! Keep Coves clear of vehicles – if the 
plows cant turn around, you may not 
get plowed. My officers spend hours 
slipping down icy driveways asking 
residents to move their cars.  

! Don’t let your new drivers out in ice 
and snow conditions no matter how 
much they beg.   

! Help out elderly neighbors or single 
parents with snow removal.  

Littering 
I have been asked to remind you that littering of any kind is prohibited in the Harbour – including cigarette 
butts!   Yup – you can be charged for throwing a cigarette butt out of the window so please don’t do it.  
 
I hope you holidays were wonderful.  May your New Year be filled with good health and good fortune!  
 
Chief Patricia S. Harman  
Aquia Harbour Police Department  
Station: 540-659-4600 
Cell: 703-407-6106 
Email: ChiefharmanAHPD@aol.com  
Website: aquiaharbourpolice.com 
Community Blog: aquiaharbour.org 
Gate: 540-659-5224 
Twitter: AHPDChief  
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(Scott Marshall, Interim Mgr.) 
 
Happy New Year!  Have you made those New Year resolutions yet?  I hope yours last longer than mine.  I have 
a resolution for those of you that have been putting off getting back into playing golf again or taking up the 
game for the first time.  The Aquia Harbour Golf Course provides an enjoyable and affordable venue to play 
golf.  A recent customer boasted “This is the best kept secret of Stafford.” Just as I am amazed about the 
number of Washington DC Area resident’s that have never visited the monuments, museums, and historical 
buildings our nation’s capital has to offer.  I am also amazed as to the number of Aquia Harbour residents that 
don’t take advantage of this beautiful amenity right in their own back yard.  Picture yourself sitting on the back 
veranda of the Country Club Restaurant following your round of golf enjoying a beverage or two and some 
great food while taking in the spectacular view of our 18th hole and pond.  I can hear you say “I can’t believe I 
waited so long to enjoy this.”  Make it 2012. 
 
On December 10th, the Aquia Harbour Golf Association hosted 
their annual Holiday Reception at the Country Club.  Fun was had 
by all.  Included in the festivities was a food drive in which over 
$500 worth of non perishable food items were donated to area 
food banks. 
 
The golf course needs your assistance.  On Saturday night, 
November 19th, someone drove their vehicle onto the golf course 
on holes four and five damaging the fairways and greens.  If you 
have any information about this incident, or you see any 
suspicious activity occurring on the golf course, please contact the 
Aquia Harbour Police Department. 
 
Happy New Year! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
(Melissa Hamilton) 

(email: aquiapreschool@gmail.com) 
 

We would like to wish a Happy New Year to all our families and 
friends!  As January temperatures drop, we hope you enjoy the 
warmth of loved ones and the smiles of children. 
 
Teacher’s Corner:      
Our classes have been busy learning about “Ellie Elephant” and 
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the short /e/ sound and “Francy Fish” and the /f/ sound. We introduced “Gordo Gorilla” and the /g/ sound, and 
“Honey Horse” and the /h/ sound. The students also continued to focus on numbers 1-6, the color green, and the 
triangle.  Our classes learned about Christmas, Hanukkah, and Kwanzaa through stories, poems and songs. The 
students also worked hard on special gifts for their families, and we had a special visit from very special guests, 
Santa and Mrs. Claus!    
 
Busy January Activities: 
On January 3rd classes resume. We celebrate Martin Luther King Day on the 16th with no classes.  We will 
have a Pajama and Pancake Party on the 19th for the 3s class and on the 20th for the 4s class.  The 26th and 30th 
we will have no classes to allow for parent/teacher conferences. 
 
Registration: 
WHAT:     Preschool Registration for 2012-2013  
WHEN:     Saturday, February 4, 2012  

WHERE:  Aquia Harbour Preschool  
(1106 Spain Drive, Stafford VA 22554, located next to the Aquia Harbour Business Office on Washington 
Drive) 
TIME:     10:00AM – 10:30AM Currently Enrolled Families  

                  10:30AM – 11:00AM Aquia Harbour Residents  
                  11:00AM – 12:00AM Open to Everyone  

   
In order to register you will need:  

* Completed Registration Form and Authorization For Treatment Form  
* Your Child’s Birth Certificate  

* $50 Registration Fee (make checks payable to: AHPS)  
Openings:                  
Our preschool offers 3 and 4 year old classes, both with AM and PM sessions. Aquia Harbour Preschool is 
available to both residents and non-residents of Aquia Harbour.  We still have a couple openings, so act now to 
ensure your child(ren) can attend our wonderful school!  To receive more information visit: 
 

http://aquiaharbourpreschool.org/ 
 

To enroll a child in the preschool call and leave a message at (540) 659-5771.  Our Vice President, Amy 
Viccari, will get in contact with you. 
 
Up and Coming:  

January 3rd & 4th- First Day Back 
January 16th- MLK Day, No School 

January 19th- GM Mtg 7pm @ Preschool 
January 19th and 20th – Pajama & Pancake Day 

January 21st - Monthly Clean-up 9am-12pm @ Preschool 
January 26th & 30th- Parent/Teacher Conferences, No School 

 
Snuggle up by a fire and enjoy the lovely snow. Happy 2012! 
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(Renee Cruea) 
 
 The Aquia Harbour Communications Committee has nine new Harbour residents who have agreed to serve as 
members. With an infusion of new members, unique perspectives and diverse attributes the Committee looks 
forward to facing the current communication challenges within our distinctive community.  
 
The Committee looks forward to publishing our mission statement and goals for the year in the Harbour View 
along with updates on issues of importance each quarter.  
 
On Thursday, December 15th the Committee will meet for the first time as a group, though we have been 
communicating among ourselves for weeks to develop a template identifying challenges, suggesting solutions 
and crafting a plan of action items. In the interim, please contact any of the members through their email listed 
below if you have ideas or suggestions.  
 

 AH Communications Committee Members  
Renee Cruea – Chair rcruea@acadrad.org  
Rob Judd – Vice Chairman navirob@msn.com  
Steve Aziz – spadarmug@msn.com  
Cory Booth – coryabooth@gmail.com  
Wendy Desmond – Editor AHPOA Electronic Newsletter wendy@aquiaharbournews.org  
Vic Eilenfield – AHPOA BOD REP veilenfi@aol.com  
Paul Gohman – AHPOA BOD REP paulgohmann@hotmail.com  
Merilie Goodison – goodisonmr@gmail.com  
Suzanne Hornick – hornickfamily@verizon.net  
Dave Humphrey – dvd.humphrey@verizon.net  
Mark Larsen – golfaquia@aol.com 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

(Rob Judd) 
 
In November the newly invigorated AH Recreation & Waterways Committee met in efforts to establish the 
Committee's influence to the AH BOD & to discuss improvements in AH's common recreational areas (all 
parks, pavilions, courts, pools, etc.) as well as the waterways in AH that do not fall into the scope of the Marina. 
The meeting was highly encouraging and resulted in many ideas as well as an immediate list of items/ 
improvements that have since been brought to the attention of the AH BOD & General Manager. The next 
Recreation & Waterways Committee meeting will be in January, the date/ time has yet to be determined but will 
be posted on the AH website's calendar of events upon selection. The minutes from our meetings will be posted 
under the Committees link on the AH website. 
 
The Recreation & Waterways Committee is always anxious to hear residents' thoughts & ideas for improving 

CommunicationCommunication  
CommitteeCommittee  

 

Recreation & 
Waterways 
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our common spaces throughout the Harbour. If you have any items regarding recreational areas or waterways in 
AH that you would like to be brought to the attention of the BOD please do not hesitate to contact one of the 
members listed below. We very much look forward to maintaining an awareness of all of the places we share & 
enjoy in our community! 
 

AH Recreation & Waterways Committee Membership: 
Rob Judd - Chairman – navirob@msn.com 
Chip Collins – Secretary, AH BOD Liaison – ccccpa@aol.com 
Renee Cruea – RCruea@acadad.org 
Micah DeYoung – MicahDeYoung@gmail.com 
Justin Edgerly – JustinEdge@verizon.net  
Suzanne Hornick – Hornickfamily@verizon.net 
Dorothy Richardson  - AH BOD Liaison – DorothyRichardson38@yahoo.com 
Kerri Rogers – tkcarogers@hotmail.com 
Rob Roshon – Rob4sold@aol.com 
Cynthia Wild – scrubwild@gmail.com 
 

 
 

 
 

 

(A.H. Gardener) 
 

Beautification Committee ReView 
 
The Beautification Committee would like to thank our Aquia Harbour residents for all the wonderful displays of 
Holiday spirit this month. 
 
Honorable mentions go to: 
 

• The extensive and colorful decorations of 2029 Aquia Drive  

  
 

• The coordinated efforts of 202, 203 & 204 Bay Cove  
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• And the stately elegance of 2018 Stateroom Drive  
 

  
 
Happy New Year everyone! 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

  (Carol Byers) 
 

Aquia Evening Lions Celebrate Christmas! 
 
 “Santa Claus is coming to town.  He’s making a list and checking it twice; he’s gonna find out who’s naughty 
or nice.  Santa Claus is coming to town.” so the Christmas jingle goes.  This song replays in the heads of every 



This is the Official communication of the Aquia Harbour Home Owners Association, compiled and distributed by the Communications 
Committee for the residents of Aquia Harbour.  Please contact Communications Committee member Wendy Desmond at  

wendyaj@msn.com to make organizational submissions to this publication. 
 

member of the Aquia Evening Lions Club a month or two before Thanksgiving.  While we’re giving thanks for 
our many blessings, our heads are stirring with thoughts of selling poinsettias, buying and wrapping gifts, 
arranging Santa visits, and serving our Special Needs adults, all of which require making lists and checking 
them more than twice to make sure that no one is forgotten in the Christmas rush. 
 
On December 3, we hosted a Breakfast with Santa at the Country Club for 123 Aquia Harbour children and 
their parents with a full-course breakfast and an opportunity to meet Santa.  The Lions arrived early to set up the 
tables with brown butcher paper, a box of crayons, and a Christmas tree centerpiece.  Before and after the 
children ate, they colored to their heart’s content on the paper tablecloth.  Some of the artwork was quite 
creative and almost marketable.  Outside the breakfast room, Santa’s Workshop was abuzz with activity as 
children shopped for small gifts for their families; many items were priced between 10 cents and $1.00 to help 
teach the little ones a lesson about giving.  Mrs. Claus arrived a little early and read “Twas the Night Before 
Christmas” to the children as they sat at her feet.  The Lion King shyly made his rounds among the tables 
engaging the children by pantomiming silent gestures; some were delighted and others were terrified.  The 
cheerful sound of reindeer bells preceded the arrival of Santa’s jolly “Ho, Ho, Ho, Merry Christmas!”  The 
children quickly lined up to wait their chance to speak with Santa as he patiently heard each child’s list and 
smiled for ubiquitous photos and videotaping. 
 
The Monday after Thanksgiving, several Aquia Evening Lions pushed carts through WalMart while shopping 
from the wish lists of adult clients at several group homes in the Stafford area.  Then on Sunday afternoon 
before the party, all those gifts were wrapped.  On December 5, we assisted the Aquia Harbour Host Lions with 
their Special Needs Christmas party at the Harbour Inn.  There were 70 adult guests along with 20 counselors. 
Both the Aquia Host and Evening Lions and 10 Leos arrived early to set up tables and chairs, the gift table, and 
the Christmas music for this very special night.  The Leos welcomed our guests, delivered meals and lemonade 
to the tables, distributed Polaroid photos with Santa, and helped clean up afterwards.  All participants merrily 
witnessed the true meaning of Christmas.  When Santa arrived, the excitement of the Special Needs adults was 
like electricity coursing through the room, and the joy on their faces and the exclamations of glee were worth 
more than any Christmas gift we’ve ever received.  They are always delighted to welcome Santa, to receive 
their gift, and to take a photo with Santa.  One Lion stated, “It was a joy for us to watch the guests open the gifts 
that we had taken so much time to locate.  When we saw them get jewelry or a cowboy hat or whatever they had 
asked for, we felt privileged to have had the opportunity to serve this special group.” 
 
Earlier that same evening, Santa was busy making visits to good little children in the Harbour as he would do 
this entire week.  Santa and Mrs. Claus have parked the sleigh and reindeer at the stables and have hitched a 
ride in a white pickup truck.  They have a list of addresses and the names of children, and Santa’s sack is full of 
gifts for each child they visit.  The children timidly come to the door when they hear Santa’s iconic “Ho Ho Ho” 
and the extra reindeer bells that Santa carries with him.  Santa and Mrs. Claus were invited inside by the 
Christmas tree, and Santa spoke with each child before reaching into his sack to draw out a special gift for the 
child.  Most of them tear open the package and are very glad to receive something that was on their wish list.  
Santa arrived at one house when the children were getting ready for bed, but that did not deter the children from 
spending time with Santa and happily opening their gifts, and then getting right to the task at hand, playing with 
their newly-acquired Lego blocks and Angry Birds.  They even engaged Santa in a game of catch with the birds.  
Anyone who has ever served as Mrs. Claus knows every home and every child is different, and it’s sheer joy to 
observe the children who believe.  Santa asked one six year old child, “What is the most important thing to 
remember about Christmas?”  Much to Santa’s surprise, the child instantly responded, “It’s the day that we 
celebrate the birth of Jesus.”  This child has his priorities straight! 
 
On December 10, we hosted a Breakfast with Santa for Head Start at the Gayle Middle School in 
Fredericksburg.  The early arrival of the Lions was repeated again as we decorated tables, set up a Christmas 
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tree, placed the gifts on bleachers, decorated tables, set up the stuffed animal give-away table, arranged craft 
tables, and greeted our guests.  The families enjoyed a full-course breakfast.  When Santa arrived with three of 
his elves, some of the children were mesmerized, some were so excited they couldn’t sit still, and some were 
terrified and hid behind parents as this jolly, old man in a red and white suit greeted every table and child 
personally.  We are very fortunate to share Santa with Santa America, an organization that promotes joy, love, 
and hope for children and their families in long-term pediatric care, hospice, or bereavement.  Santa sat down in 
his big black chair and regaled the children with two stories about happenings at the North Pole.  The first had 
to do with a new sleigh the elves had built--not too well it seems because, unfortunately, it crashed on its test 
drive!  Not to worry, though, the new sleigh will be ready by Christmas eve!  The second had to do with 
Madison, the Christmas mouse, who helps Santa keep tabs on good little girls and boys.  He allowed each child 
to pet Madison, and then Santa put him in the cuff of his hat so he could keep warm.  He then handed out gifts 
to every child, first the children with red stickers, then the blue stickers and, finally, the green stickers.  While 
one group met with Santa, the others participated in making Christmas ornaments and learning the art of bell 
ringing from Santa’s Elf Coordinator, Elf Noel.  As the event ended, each child was able to choose a stuffed 
animal to take home. 
 
The Lions would like to thank Lion and Chef George White who has kindly prepared the food for the breakfasts 
with Santa and the Special Needs dinner for many years.  George, you’re the greatest! 
 
On December 13, several of the Aquia Evening Lions prepared a Christmas luncheon with all the trimmings for 
the Aquia Harbour Police.  We feel privileged to live in a safe community, and this is one way we can thank 
these dedicated professionals for their services.  Thank you, Aquia Harbour Police and Chief Harman. 
 
Many members of the Aquia Evening Lions and the Aquia Harbour Host Lions are involved in coordinating and 
staffing all of these special Christmas events.  While they have visions of lists, lists, and more lists weeks before 
the events are held, the visions of sugar plums dancing in their heads sweetly replace the lists after the last 
Lions Christmas event is held.  We could not host an event without the help of our devoted memberships.  We 
are so grateful for the dedication and hard work of all of our Lions.  Well done, Lions and Leos! 
 
Carol Byers is the Editor of the Harbour Lights, a newsletter of the Aquia Evening Lions Club. 
 
If you want to learn about our Club or are interested in joining our membership, please contact Susan Schindler 
at 658-8152 or Dottie Richardson at 659-2885, Membership Co-Chairs, or visit us on our website, www.e-
clubhouse.org/sites/aquiaeve, or on Facebook at www.facebook.com/pages/aquia-eve-lions-club. 
 

WE WISH YOU A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A VERY HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
 
 

 
 

AQUIA EVENING LIONS BREAKFAST WITH SANTA 
(Jane Stoll) 

 
On Saturday, December 3, Aquia Evening Lions hosted their annual 
Breakfast with Santa at the Clubhouse where children and parents 
enjoyed breakfast, a story read by Mrs. Santa, and a chance for all the 
little ones to sit on Santa’s lap for a chat and a picture.  There was also 
much shopping at Santa’s Workshop where each child had the 
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opportunity to learn about sharing and giving while buying gifts for family and friends.  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
On the second Saturday in December 
since 2002, the Aquia Evening Lions 
have been at Stafford Head Start at 
7:30 am to set up Breakfast with 
Santa at Head Start.  About 65 
children and their parents are treated 
to a good, hot breakfast, and then 
Santa arrives with several of his elves 
in tow.  A third of the children visit 
with Santa and receive a gift from 
their wish lists while a third make 
Christmas crafts and a third either 
watch a movie or ring bells to play 
carols.  Each third rotates through 
every station; but, of course, the best 
station is the one with Santa and gifts.  
For the Lions, it’s a gratifying, happy 
morning of living up to our motto of 
WE SERVE.  For the children, it’s a 
wondrous, exciting visit with one of 
their heroes—Santa Claus. 
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(Melissa Dileo) 

 
The Aquia Harbour Women’s Club hopes you had a wonderful holiday, and we 
wish you a prosperous New Year.  We held our December meeting and enjoyed 
good food and good company, while also collecting gifts for local families in need. 

We would like to thank all our neighbors in the Harbour for assisting us with our 
Annual Coat Drive.  It was very successful this year, and we helped many people in 
need in Stafford County.  

Our annual Christmas Tree Lighting went well.  We would like to thank the AHPOA Business Office for all 
their support with the event, both monetary and professional.  We also want to thank the community for coming 
out.  We hope you had a good time, and you helped us raise over 50 pounds of food for SERVE.  

Our January Meeting will be held at the home of Madalyn Sandstrom at 1119 Aquia Drive on Tuesday, January 
10, 2012, at 7:15 PM.  Please RSVP to omadalyn@yahoo.com if you will attend.  We will be having a white 
elephant auction so you can get rid of any Christmas gifts you dislike.  Wear your PJs and bring a roll of coins 
for bidding.  

If you need to place messages on the signboard please email Dawn Teague at teague12003@yahoo.com. 

We will be giving a scholarship to a Brooke Point Senior Girl.  Please have your daughters ask at school for an 
application if they are interested.  

Keep warm this month! 
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EVENTS 

Aquia Harbour Preschool  
Open Registration for 3 & 4 year olds  

     

WHAT:     Preschool Registration for 2012-2013  
WHEN:     Saturday, February 4, 2012  
WHERE:  Aquia Harbour Preschool  
(1106 Spain Drive, Stafford VA 22554, located next to the Aquia Harbour Business 
Office on Washington Drive) 
TIME:      10:00AM – 10:30AM Currently Enrolled Families  
                  10:30AM – 11:00AM Aquia Harbour Residents  
                  11:00AM – 12:00AM Open to Everyone  
 

In order to register you will need:  
* Completed Registration Form and Authorization For Treatment Form  
* Your Childʼs Birth Certificate  
* $50 Registration Fee (make checks payable to: AHPS)  
Please consider enrolling your child in our comprehensive early childhood education program.  AHPS 
is a non-profit, cooperative one-room schoolhouse nestled in the trees of Aquia Harbour located in 
Stafford, Virginia.   
 

- We welcome non-Harbour residents 
- Virginia State Certified Program 
- AHPS employs certified teachers  
- First Aid & CPR Certified 
- Co-operative Preschool 
- Parent Involvement Encouraged 

   

- Kindergarten readiness program 
- Age appropriate activities 
- Morning and Afternoon classes offered 
- Field Trips 
- Monthly Rate  
- Family Discount 

 
  
For more information please call us at 540-659-5771 or visit us at www.aquiaharbour.org click on 
"amenities" then "preschool".  
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Want to know how to get involved?  Call an organization and see how you can help! 
 
 
Aquia Harbour Board of Directors 
Jim Hodges, President – 540-720-8547 • zr1hodges@verizon.net 
Beatrice (Bea) Klapak, Vice President – 540-659-6124 • bklapak.ahpoa@verizon.net 
Chip Collins, Treasurer – (540) 720-2182 • ccccpa@aol.com  
Vic Eilenfield - (540) 288-8999 • veilenfi@aol.com  
Paul Gohmann -- (540) 659-0868 • paulgohmann@hotmail.com 
Bob Hunt – 540-659-3704 • Robert_hunt@msn.com 
Dorothy (Dottie) Richardson – 540-659-2885 • dorothyrichardson38@yahoo.com 
 
Amenities 
Country Club – 288-0091  
Golf Course – 659-4478  
Marina – 659-4232  
Parks & Harbour Inn – 659-3050  
Police – 659-4600  
Pools & DOLPHINS SWIM TEAM – 659-4003  
Pre-School – 659-5771  
Stables – 659-5024  
 
 
Clubs/Organizations  
AQUIA CREEK CORVETTE CLUB – Accclub@aol.com, Dave Greer d.greer2@verizon.net  
AQUIA EVENING LIONS CLUB – 540-720-3648 Rachida McCravey  
AQUIA HARBOUR HOST LIONS – 540-659-1399 Tom Kenavan 
AQUIA HARBOUR VOLUNTEER RESCUE SQUAD – 540-659-8911 
AQUIA HARBOUR YACHT CLUB – 540-659-2825 Dodi Bunker  
HOSPICE – 540-659-9910 Florence Mittino  
MID-POTOMAC POWER SQUADRON – 540-659-4811 Curt Johnson  
WOMEN'S CLUB – 540-659-8191 or abc123ten@verizon.net Joy Jones 
WOODSTOCK OF AQUIA GARDEN CLUB – 540-659-3309 Irene Conte  
 
 
Committees  
Architectural Control Committee retireddwy@gmail.com 540-659-5921 David Young 
Beautification Committee 540-659-6111 Jane Gill 
Bylaws Committee 540-288-1878 Mike White  
Communications Committee RCruea@acadrad.org Renee Cruea  
Golf Committee Scott Marshall 
Legal Compliance Committee bbarg@cbmove.com Beth Barg 
Marina Committee Curt Johnson 
Recreation and Waterways Committees navirob@msn.com Rob Judd 
Public Safety 540-720-8847 David Humphrey  
Stables 
 


